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THIRD CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEAL CITATION MANUAL 

 

All citation forms not specifically covered herein should comply with 

those found in THE BLUEBOOK:  A UNIFORM SYSTEM OF CITATION(21st ed. 2020).  

Unless otherwise noted, you may rely on the 20th edition.  Any differences in the 

editions are specifically noted.  Additionally, where there is a discrepancy between 

a bound volume and an electronic version of a constitution, code, statute, or opinion, 

the bound volume controls.  

 
 2013 Version Amended by Conference on March 29, 2023. 
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RULE 1:  CASE CITATIONS 

 

1.1: Basic Format 

 

A.  Italicize all case names and any references to them, such as writ denied.  

Cite case names as they appear in the reporter, except that abbreviations 

should be used in accordance with Rules 10.2, 10.2.1, and 10.2.2.  The 

provisions of Rule 10.2.1 apply to every case name, whether in text or 

citations, but case names in citations are further abbreviated according to Rule 

10.2.2. 

 

Example:  In Miller Sewer Systems, Inc. v. State, Department of Health 

& Hospitals, 01-1199 (La.App. 3 Cir. 7/24/02), 834 So.2d 996, we 

explained that nonjoinder of a party may be noticed on appeal by this 

court on its own motion.  (BLUEBOOK Rule 10.2.1(c)––abbreviations in 

textual sentences) 

 

Example:  Nonjoinder of a party may be noticed on appeal by this court 

on its own motion.  Miller Sewer Sys., Inc. v. State, Dep’t of Health & 

Hosps., 01-1199 (La.App. 3 Cir. 7/24/02), 834 So.2d 966.  (BLUEBOOK 

Rule 10.2.2––abbreviations in citations) 

 

Example:  In Sonnier v. State, DOTD, 18-75 (La.App. 3 Cir. 6/6/18), 

249 So.3d 51, we explained that decisions regarding motions in limine 

are subject to the abuse of discretion standard of review.  (BLUEBOOK 

Rule 10.2.1(c)––abbreviations in textual sentences) 

 

Example:  Decisions regarding motions in limine are subject to the 

abuse of discretion standard of review.  Sonnier v. State, DOTD, 18-75 

(La.App. 3 Cir. 6/6/18), 249 So.3d 51.  (BLUEBOOK Rule 10.2.2––

abbreviations in citations)  
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B.  Actions and parties cited.  If the case is a consolidation of two or more 

actions, cite only the first listed (BLUEBOOK Rule 10.2.1(a)): 

 

 

Example: Johnson v. Smith, 11-853 (La.App. 3 Cir. 3/14/12), 86 So.3d 

874. 

  

Not:  Johnson v. Smith, Claverie v. Smith, 11-853, 11-854 (La.App. 3 

Cir. 3/14/12), 86 So.3d 874, 86 So.3d 883. 

 

Not:  Johnson v. Smith, 11-853, 11-854 (La.App. 3 Cir. 3/14/12), 86 

So.3d 874. 

 

 

C. In citations, under BLUEBOOK Rule 10.2.2, always abbreviate any word 

listed in Table T6, even if it is the first word in a party’s name, unless the 

word is part of a state, country, or other geographical unit that is the entire 

name of the party.  (The 21st edition added to Table T6.  A copy of the 

expanded Table T6 is appended to this manual.) 

 

Example:  S. Consol. R.R. v. Consol. Transp. Co. 

Example:  McGaugh v. Comm’r 

Example:  South Dakota v. Dole  (not: S. Dakota v. Dole) 

 

D.  In citations, under BLUEBOOK Rule 10.2.2, abbreviate states, countries, 

and other geographical units as indicated in Table T10 unless the geographical 

unit is the entire name of the party (as opposed to just a part thereof).  This 

includes “United States.” 

 

 
 2013 Version Amended by Conference on March 29, 2023. 

  

https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=Y&serNum=2027307998&pubNum=3926&originatingDoc=Iffcfd12e6dc511e1be29b2facdefeebe&refType=RP&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Search)
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=Y&serNum=2027307998&pubNum=3926&originatingDoc=Iffcfd12e6dc511e1be29b2facdefeebe&refType=RP&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Search)
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=Y&serNum=2027307998&pubNum=3926&originatingDoc=Iffcfd12e6dc511e1be29b2facdefeebe&refType=RP&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Search)
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=Y&serNum=2027307998&pubNum=3926&originatingDoc=Iffcfd12e6dc511e1be29b2facdefeebe&refType=RP&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Search)
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=Y&serNum=2027307998&pubNum=3926&originatingDoc=Iffcfd12e6dc511e1be29b2facdefeebe&refType=RP&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Search)
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=Y&serNum=2027307998&pubNum=3926&originatingDoc=Iffcfd12e6dc511e1be29b2facdefeebe&refType=RP&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Search)
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1.2: Case History 

 

References to a case such as writ denied, writ granted, etc. should be spelled 

out.  The only exception is cert. denied. 

 

1.3: Punctuation of Publication Reference 

 

There should be no space between the identifying references to the publication 

being cited. 

 

 Example:  So.2d, F.2d, F.Supp., and U.S. 

 

1.4: Pre-1994 Format – Court of Appeal 

 

In citing to a Louisiana court of appeal case decided before 1994, there should 

be no space between La. and App.  Use only the number to identify the circuit.  

Use only the year in which the decision was rendered rather than the full date.  

Also, there should be a space between Cir. and the year of the decision. 

 Example:  (La.App. 3 Cir. 1993). 

 

1.5: Pre-1994 Format – Supreme Court 

 

In citing to a Louisiana Supreme Court case decided before 1994, the year in 

which the decision was rendered should be used rather than the full date.  Also, 

there should be no space between La. and the year of the decision. 

 

 Example:  (La.1993). 

 

 

1.6: Pre-1994 Format – Case History 

 

A.  For opinions rendered prior to January 1, 1994, place the date in only the 

last parenthetical listed where two or more decisions regarding a case occur 

within the same year.  For any decision rendered on or after January 1, 1994, 

refer to Rule 1.7, which requires a month, day, and year reference for each 

opinion. 
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Examples for pre-January 1, 1994:  Smith v. Jones, 640 So.2d 865 

(La.App. 3 Cir.), writ denied, 641 So.2d 1261 (La.1992).  Smith v. 

Jones, 640 So.2d 865 (La.App. 3 Cir.), writ denied, 641 So.2d 1261 

(La.), cert. denied, 304 U.S. 1234, 114 S.Ct. 1114 (1992). 

 

Example for post-January 1, 1994:  Smith v. Jones, 93-2206 (La.App. 

3 Cir. 3/4/94), 658 So.2d 658, writ denied, 94-31 (La. 7/7/94), 659 

So.2d 659.   

 

B.  However, when two or more decisions regarding a case rendered before 

January 1, 1994, occur in different years, place the appropriate date in each 

parenthetical. 

 

Example:  Smith v. Jones, 640 So.2d 865 (La.App. 3 Cir. 1991), writ 

denied, 641 So.2d 1261 (La.1992). 

 
 Amended by Conference on May 29, 2013. 

 

 

1.7: Post-1994 Format 

 

All Louisiana appellate and supreme court opinions rendered on or after 

January 1, 1994, should follow the public domain citation form as contained 

in the Louisiana Supreme Court General Administrative Rules, Part G, § 8(A), 

except that there should be a comma rather than a semicolon between the 

jurisdiction/date parenthetical and the Southern Reporter cite.  

 

Example:  Smith v. Jones, 00-2345 (La. 7/15/01), 771 So.2d 789. 

 

Example:  Smith v. Jones, 00-2345 (La.App. 3 Cir. 7/15/01), 771 So.2d 

789. 

 
 2013 Version Amended by Conference on March 29, 2023. 
 

 



6 

 

1.8: Citation to Louisiana Reporter 

 

For all Louisiana appellate and supreme court opinions which have both a 

Louisiana and Southern citation, the Louisiana citation is listed before the 

Southern citation and Louisiana is deleted from the parenthetical containing 

the date: 

 

 Example: State v. Square, 257 La. 743, 244 So.2d 200 (1971). 

 
 Added by Conference May 29, 2013. 
 

1.9: Unpublished Opinions 

 

A. Unpublished appeal opinions and writs should be identified as such and 

cited using the public domain citation.  You may choose to include the 

Westlaw citation for unpublished opinions, as illustrated in section B, 

below. 

 

 Example: LeBouef v. O’Donnell, 11-921 (La.App. 3 Cir. 9/14/11) 

(unpublished opinion). 

 
 Added by Conference on May 29, 2013. 

 

 

B. Opinions Pending Publication:  Opinions that are going to be published, 

but do not yet have a Southern Reporter volume and page number, should 

be cited with blanks for the missing elements, as shown below.  If there is 

a Westlaw, LEXIS, or other reliable and authoritative commercial 

electronic database providing a clear path of access to the referenced 

opinion, the unique database identifier should be referenced in a 

parenthetical.  The citation form below adopts the reasoning and combines 

the elements of special citation forms in Bluebook Rules 18.3 and 10.8.1(a) 

and (b). 

 

Example:  LeBlanc v. Thibodeaux, 18-96 (La.App. 3 Cir. 9/26/18), ___ 

So.3d ___ (2019 WL 2106168). 
 

Added by Conference on March 29, 2023. 
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1.10: No Quote; No Pinpoint   

 

If reference is made to a point of law from a case without specifically quoting 

the language of the case, do not additionally give the page number on which 

the point of law appears.  (*Note:  In staff reviews, criminal staff will continue 

to provide pinpoint citations for non-quoted material as an aid to the judges, 

but these should be deleted prior to circulation of the proposed opinion.) 

 

Example:  Child support and custody judgments are never final and are 

therefore always subject to modification.  Kleiser v. Kleiser, 619 So.2d 

178 (La.App. 3 Cir. 1993). 

 

Example:  Child support and custody judgments are never final and are 

therefore always subject to modification.  Kleiser v. Kleiser, 00-2345 

(La. 7/15/01), 771 So.2d 789. 

 
 2013 Version Amended by Conference on March 29, 2023.  

 

1.11: Pinpoint Cites 

  

A. If reference is made to a point of law from a case and is specifically quoted, 

the citation should include the first page of the opinion as well as the page 

upon which the quotation appears.  This rule applies in public domain 

cites––beginning in 1994––as well.  (*Note:  When the quote spans more 

than one page, omit the repetitious digits except for the last two digits, 

which should always be retained.) [Practice note: Westlaw delineates page 

numbers from the West reporters with an asterisk (*3) and from public 

domain citations with a double asterisk (**4).  These are useful, but not 

always accurate, especially for non-published cases or cases which have 

not yet been published in the reporters.  When in doubt, we use the 

Southern reporters or the .pdf images of the reporters, available in 

Westlaw, to determine correct page numbers.  For the public domain 

citations, use Laserfiche or the court’s website to determine the correct 

page reference.]  
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Example:  “Judgments awarding custody and child support are always 

subject to modification and are thus never final.”  Kleiser v. Kleiser, 

619 So.2d 178, 179–80 (La.App. 3 Cir. 1993). 

 

Example:  “Judgments awarding custody and child support are always 

subject to modification and are thus never final.”  Kleiser v. Kleiser, 

00-2345, pp. 2–3 (La. 7/15/01), 771 So.2d 789, 790–91. 

 

B. If the quoted language is from the opinion’s first page, repeat the page 

number, even if the opinion is only one page long. 

 

Example:  Arrington v. Galen-Med, Inc., 12-908, p. 1 (La. 5/22/12), 89 

So.3d 1159, 1159  

 
2013 Version Amended by Conference on March 29, 2023. 

 

 

C. Footnotes:  To cite a footnote, give the page number on which it appears, 

an “n.,” and the footnote number, with no space between the “n.” and the 

footnote number.  This rule applies to citing footnotes from reported cases 

and treatises alike.  See Bluebook Rule 3.2(b). 

 

Example:  State v. Smith, 364 So.3d 555, 556 n.3. 
 

Added by Conference on March 29, 2023.   
 

1.12: Short Cites 

 

A.  In referring to a point of law from a case that has previously been cited, 

the subsequent reference may be identified using a short form if the short form 

clearly identifies the case cited.  BLUEBOOK Rule 10.9(a)(i) provides that 

either the name of the appellant or appellee may be used, so long as the name 

clearly identifies the case cited.  However, in criminal cases, the defendant’s 

name should be used in the short form as it better identifies the case cited than 

would reference to a governmental entity.  Do not use supra. (*Note: The 

short form for public domain cites is the same as the short form for non-public 

domain cites, i.e., the public domain number would not be referenced in the 

short cite.) 
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Example:  Assuming State v. Calandra, 414 So.2d 340 (La.1975), has 

previously been cited in full, the short form would be Calandra, 414 

So.2d 340. 

 

Example:  Assuming State v. Calandra, 00-2345 (La. 7/15/01), 771 

So.2d 789, has previously been cited in full, the short form would be 

Calandra, 771 So.2d 789. 

 

Example:  Assuming Clement v. Frey, 95-1163 (La. 1/16/96), 666 

So.2d 607, has already been cited in full, the short form would be either 

Clement, 666 So.2d 607, or Frey, 666 So.2d 607. 

 

B.  If the reference comes from a case which has both a Louisiana and a 

Southern citation as described in Rule 1.8, the short form should not reference 

the Louisiana citation. 

 

Example:  Assuming State v. Square, 257 La. 743, 244 So.2d 200 

(1971), has already been cited in full, the short form would be Square, 

244 So.2d 200. 

 

C.  If the reference comes from non-published appeal opinion or writ as 

described in Rule 1.9, the short form should include the name of either the 

appellant or appellee or the writ applicant or respondent and the docket 

number.   

 

Example:  Assuming a non-published appeal opinion has already been 

cited, the short form would be LeBouef, 11-92. 

 
 2013 Version Amended by Conference on March 29, 2023. 
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1.13: Short Form Pinpoint 

 

A.  In quoting a point of law from a case that has previously been cited, the  

short form should include the case name, reporter, and the page number of the 

quote. 

 

 Example:  Calandra, 414 So.2d at 344. 

 

 Example:  Calandra, 771 So.2d at 793. 

 

B.  If the language quoted comes from a case with both a Louisiana and 

Southern citation, the short form should only indicate the Southern citation. 
 

 Example: Square, 244 So.2d at 209. 
 

C.  If the case is unpublished, include the case name, the docket number, and 

the opinion page number. 
  

 Example:  LeBouef, 11-921, p. 1. 

 
 

 

1.14: Use of Id. 

 

In referring to a point of law from a case immediately cited before the 

reference, it is proper to use Id.  If the reference is to a quote from a different 

page of the case, the appropriate citation is Id., followed by the page on which 

the quote may be found.  (*Note:  We do not short cite to the public domain 

citation.) 

 

 Example:  Id. at 794. 

 
 Amended by Conference on May 29, 2013. 
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1.15: Rehearings and Writ Denials 

 

A.  We do not cite to the denial of a rehearing or the history on remand unless 

relevant to the point for which the case is cited (BLUEBOOK Rule 10.7). 

 

B.  Always cite to the denial of a writ by the Louisiana Supreme Court or the 

denial of certiorari by the United States Supreme Court unless the denial is 

due to untimeliness of the application for writs or certiorari (e.g., writ not 

considered). 

 

C.  If a case has multiple writ denials, they should be cited as follows:  Bailey 

v. Lafayette, 05-29 (La.App. 3 Cir. 6/1/05), 904 So.2d 922, writs denied, 05-

1689, 05-1690, 05-1691, 05-1692 (La. 1/9/06), 918 So.2d 1054, 1055.  If the 

writ denials appear in different volumes, add a comma followed by “and” and 

append the denial information for the second volume as if it stood alone.  See 

Bluebook R. 10.7.1(e). 

 

Example:  Bailey v. Lafayette, 05-29 (La.App. 3 Cir. 6/1/05), 904 

So.2d 922, writs denied, 05-1689, 05-1690, 05-1691, 05-1692 (La. 

1/9/06), 918 So.2d 1054, 1055, and writs denied, 05-1693, 05-1694 

(La. 1/9/06), 919 So.2d 52. 

 
2013 Version Amended by Conference on March 29, 2023. 
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1.16: Federal Citations 

 

A.  Federal citations should follow the same principles as above, except that 

we do not cite to Lawyer’s Edition. 

 

Example: 

 

  Jackson v. Virginia, 443 U.S. 307, 99 S.Ct. 2781 (1979) 

 

NOT 

Jackson v. Virginia, 443 U.S. 307, 99 S.Ct. 2781, 61 L.Ed.2d 560 

(1979) 

 

OR 

Jackson v. Virginia, 443 U.S. 307 (1979) 

 

OR 

Jackson v. Virginia, 99 S.Ct. 2781 (1979) 

 

Examples: Strope v. Cummings, 653 F.3d 1271 (10th Cir. 2011). 

  Aucoin v. Kennedy, 355 F.Supp.2d 830 (E.D. La. 2004). 

 

B.  The short form citation or a pinpoint short form citation to a federal case 

generally follows the rationale set forth in Rule 1.12 and Rule 1.13 of this 

Manual, except that a United States Supreme Court case should only indicate 

the United States reporter: 

 

  Examples: Jackson v. Virginia, 443 U.S. 307. 

 Jackson v. Virginia, 443 U.S. at 310. 

 

 Examples: Strope, 653 F.3d 1271 

   Strope, 653 F.3d at 1274. 

 
 Amended by Conference on March 30, 2005, and on May 29, 2013. 
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1.17: Capitalization of Court Names 

 

Capitalize all federal court names, but do not capitalize state court names 

unless the full court name is given. 

 

  Examples: the Louisiana Third Circuit Court of Appeal 

 the third circuit (Louisiana)   

 the Fifth Circuit (Federal) 

 the supreme court (Louisiana) 

 the Supreme Court (U.S.) 

 the Court (U.S. Supreme Court) 

    the court (all other courts) 

 
 Amended by Conference on May 29, 2013. 

 

1.18: Quotations and Abbreviated Citations 

 

Quotations of fifty or more words should be set out in block quotes.  When 

block quoting, any quotation marks contained within the quoted material 

should appear as they do in the original.  If the quoted material contains 

citations to other cases and those cases are not cited in full in the quoted 

material, add the remainder of the cite and enclose the added material in 

brackets. 

 

Example:   

 

Quote from Rosell v. ESCO, 549 So.2d 840, 844 (La.1989):  

 

 NOT 

It is well settled that a court of appeal may not set aside a trial 

court’s or a jury’s finding of fact in the absence of ‘manifest error’ or 

unless it is ‘clearly wrong,’ and where there is conflict in the testimony, 

reasonable evaluations of credibility and reasonable inferences of fact 

should not be disturbed upon review, even though the appellate court 

may feel that its own evaluations and inferences are as reasonable. . . . 

 

When findings are based on determinations regarding the 

credibility of witnesses, the manifest error—clearly wrong standard 
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demands great deference to the trier of fact’s findings; for only the 

factfinder can be aware of the variations in demeanor and tone of voice 

that bear so heavily on the listener’s understanding and belief in what 

is said.  Canter, supra at 724.  

 

 BUT 

It is well settled that a court of appeal may not set aside a trial 

court’s or a jury’s finding of fact in the absence of “manifest error” or 

unless it is “clearly wrong,” and where there is conflict in the testimony, 

reasonable evaluations of credibility and reasonable inferences of fact 

should not be disturbed upon review, even though the appellate court 

may feel that its own evaluations and inferences are as reasonable. . . . 

 

 

When findings are based on determinations regarding the 

credibility of witnesses, the manifest error—clearly wrong standard 

demands great deference to the trier of fact’s findings;  for only the 

factfinder can be aware of the variations in demeanor and tone of voice 

that bear so heavily on the listener’s understanding and belief in what 

is said.  Canter [v. Koehring, 283 So.2d 716], 724 [(La.1973)]. 

 
 Amended by Conference on May 29, 2013. 
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RULE 2:  CODE ARTICLES, STATUTES, AND CONSTITUTIONS 

 

2.1: Louisiana Codes 

 

A.  When a Code citation begins a sentence, the citation may not be 

abbreviated but must appear in full as follows: 

 

Louisiana Civil Code Article 2315 

Louisiana Code of Civil Procedure Article 1914 

Louisiana Code of Criminal Procedure Article 413 

Louisiana Children’s Code Article 1131 

Louisiana Code of Evidence Article 601 

 

B.  Otherwise, a Code citation must appear in the following form (*Note:  

There is always a space between Code and the next word and between the last 

identifying word/abbreviation of the reference material and art.): 

 

La.Civ.Code art. 2315 

La.Code Civ.P. art. 1914 

La.Code Crim.P. art. 413 

La.Ch.Code art. 1131 

La.Code Evid. art. 601 

 

2.2: Revised Statutes 

 

A.  When a Revised Statutes citation begins a sentence, the citation may not 

be abbreviated but must appear in full as follows: 

 

Louisiana Revised Statutes 23:1201(F)(1) 

 

B.  Otherwise, a Revised Statutes citation must appear in the following form 

(*Note: There is no space between La. and R., or between R. and S., or 

between the statute and subsection references): 

 

La.R.S. 23:1201(F)(1) 

 

C.  Appended Material:  Indicate an appendix or official comment to code 

articles and statutes by placing the appropriate abbreviation (Table T16) after 
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the citation to the largest full subdivision to which the item is appended.  See 

generally Bluebook Rule 3.4. 

 

Example:  “After an opportunity for adequate discovery, a motion for 

summary judgment shall be granted if the motion, memorandum, and 

supporting documents show that there is no genuine issue as to material 

fact and that the mover is entitled to judgment as a matter of law.”  

La.Code Civ.P. art. 966(A)(3).  The 2015 Comments to this article 

state:  “Subparagraph (A)(3) does not change the law.”  La.Code Civ.P. 

art. 966 cmt. b.  The 1960 Official Revision Comments to the article 

state:  “Under the 1870 Code of Practice there is no counterpart to the 

motion for summary judgment.”  La.Code Civ.P. art. 966 cmt. a. 

 

Example:  “In felony cases, within thirty days following the imposition 

of sentence or within such longer period as the trial court may set at 

sentence, the state or the defendant may make or file a motion to 

reconsider sentence.”  La.Code Crim.P. art. 881.1(A)(1).  The 2003 

Comments to this article provide:  “Subparagraph (A)(1) retains the 

current time period for filing a motion to reconsider sentence in felony 

cases.”  La.Code Crim.P. art. 881.1 cmt. a.  

 
2013 Version Amended by Conference on March 29, 2023. 

 

2.3: Constitutions 

 

A.  When a constitution citation begins a sentence, the citation may not be 

abbreviated but must appear in full as follows: 

 

United States Constitution Article I, § 9 

United States Constitution Amendment XIV, § 2 

Louisiana Constitution Article 4, § 2 
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B.  Otherwise, a constitution citation must appear in the following form: 

 

U.S. Const. art. I, § 9 

U.S. Const. pmbl. 

U.S. Const. amend. XIV, § 2 

La.Const. art. 4, § 2  (*Note: There is no space between La. and Const.) 

 
Amended by Conference on May 29, 2013. 

 

2.4: Rules of Courts 

 

A.  A Uniform Rules citation must appear in the following form: 

 

 Uniform Rules—Courts of Appeal, Rule 3–2.  

 

B.  Title I through IV and Title VI of the Rules for Louisiana District Courts 

and Juvenile Courts and Louisiana Family Law Proceedings shall be known 

as the “Louisiana District Court Rules” and may be officially cited: 

La.Dist.Ct.R. ___. The Appendices to these Rules may be officially cited: 

La.Dist.Ct.R. ___, App. ___.  Title V of these Rules shall be known as the 

“Louisiana Juvenile Court Rules” and may be officially cited: La.Juv.Ct.R. 

___. The Appendices to Title V may be officially cited: La.Juv.Ct.R. ___, 

App. ___. 

 

Example:  “The clerk of court shall randomly allot all criminal cases, 

unless an exception is established by law or these Rules.”  La.Dist.Ct.R. 

14.0.  Appendix 14.0A provides such an exception to random 

allotment:  In Calcasieu Parish, Exception (B)(1) states, “If a defendant 

has a pending felony case or cases, new felony charges shall be allotted 

to the division with the pending felony case or cases.”  La.Dist.Ct.R. 

14.0, App. 14.0A, 14th JDC 2(B)(1). 
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C. Louisiana Supreme Court Rules:  Use the following citation forms when 

citing Louisiana Supreme Court Rules and their Appendices: 

 

Cite in Sentence:   

 

Louisiana Supreme Court Rule XIX, § 10.1(B), Appendix A–7. 
 

Citation Following the Reference Sentence: 

 

La.S.Ct.R. XIX, § 10.1(B), App. A–7. 

 

 

D. Local Rules of Appellate Courts: Use the following citation form when 

citing local rules of appellate courts and their Appendices: 

 

Example:  Cite in Sentence:   

 

Louisiana Court of Appeal Third Circuit Local Rule 6, Appendix A. 

 

  

Example:  Citation Following the Reference Sentence: 

 

La.App. 3 Cir. Loc.R. 6, App. A. 

 

 

E. Workers’ Compensation Administration:  To cite rules of the Louisiana 

Administrative Code, Title 40. Labor and Employment, Part I. Workers’ 
Compensation Administration, use the following citation form: 

 
 

La.Admin.Code. tit. 40, Pt. I, § 5507. 

 

 
2013 Version Amended by Conference on March 29, 2023. 

 

https://1.next.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/Regulations/LouisianaRegulations?transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/Regulations/LouisianaRegulations?transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/Regulations/LouisianaRegulations?guid=I78F0BB415B6011E7B450180373BC2DDF&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/Regulations/LouisianaRegulations?guid=I78F0E2505B6011E7B450180373BC2DDF&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/Regulations/LouisianaRegulations?guid=I78F0E2505B6011E7B450180373BC2DDF&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
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2.5: Legislative Materials 

 

A citation to a legislative act must appear in the following form: 

 

1999 La. Acts No. 702, § 1. 

 

For guidance in citing specific sessions, bills, resolutions, and other legislative 

materials, see generally Bluebook Rules 12.4, 13, 13.2(c), and Table T9. 

 
Amended by Conference on March 29, 2023.  

 

2.6: Louisiana Rules of Professional Conduct 

 

A citation to the Louisiana Rules of Professional Conduct must appear in the 

following form: 

 

La.Rules  Prof.Conduct, Rule 1.1(b). 

 
Added by Conference on February 27, 2008. 

 

2.7: Louisiana Code of Judicial Conduct 

 

A citation to the Louisiana Code of Judicial Conduct must appear in the 

following form: 

 

La.Code Jud.Conduct, Canon 2(A). 

 
Added by Conference on February 27, 2008. 

 

2.8: Federal Statutes 

 

A citation to a federal code should appear as follows: 

 

 28 U.S.C. § 1291 

 12 U.S.C.A. § 1426 

 
Added by Conference on May 29, 2013. 
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RULE 3:  GENERAL RULES FOR OPINIONS 

 

3.1: Quoted Language 

 

If the language quoted from a case is taken wholly from another case and no 

language is included from the case cited, the case from which the language 

originated should be cited rather than the case quoting the language. 

 
Added by Conference on May 29, 2013. 

 

3.2: Initials Used to Protect the Identity of Minors 

 

A.  Per Uniform Rules—Courts of Appeal, Rules 5–1, 5–2, “[t]o ensure the 

confidentiality of a minor who is a party to or whose interests are the subject 

matter in [the following proceedings:  Child in Need of Care, Families in Need 

of Services, Delinquency, Involuntary Termination of Parental Rights, 

Surrender of Parental Rights, Adoption of Children, Protection of Terminally 

Ill Children, Intercountry Adoption of Children], initials shall be used in all 

filings and in opinions rendered by the court of appeal to protect the minor’s 

identity.” 

 

B.  The use of initials in other proceedings involving minors in order to protect 

the identity of minors when issues of sexual misconduct are involved shall be 

governed by the decision in State v. R.W.B., 12-453 (La. 12/4/12), 105 So.3d 

54.   

 
Amended by Conference on May 29, 2013. 
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3.3: Alterations in Quoted Material 

 

A.  Follow BLUEBOOK Rule 5.2:  When a letter must be changed from upper 

to lower case, or vice versa, enclose it in brackets.  Substituted words or letters 

and other inserted material should also be bracketed: 

 

Example:  “[P]ublic confidence in the [adversary] system depend[s 

upon] full disclosure of all the facts, within the framework of the rules 

of evidence.” 

 

B.  If there is an error in the material being quoted, either insert [sic] after the 

error or correct the error by inserting in brackets the correct language. 

 

C. Follow BLUEBOOK Rule 5.2(d) regarding the placement of a parenthetical 

clause after a citation, even if the citation is at the beginning or in the middle 

of the sentence. 

 

D.  For more detailed information on the order of parentheticals, 

explanatory phrases, and weight of authority, see Bluebook Rules 1.5(b), 

10.6, and 10.7.  

 
2013 Version Amended by Conference on March 29, 2023.  
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3.4: Omissions and Alterations in Quoted Material 

 

A.  Use an ellipsis to indicate omission of a word or words in a quote.  An 

ellipsis consists of three periods separated by spaces and set off by a space 

before and after the ellipsis. 

 

Example:  “Public confidence in the judicial system depends upon full 

. . .  disclosure of all . . . facts.” 

 

B.  Do not use an ellipsis to show the omission of a footnote or citation—

instead, use a parenthetical phrase immediately following the citation. 

 

Example:   

 

Where there are two permissible views of the evidence, the 

factfinder’s choice between them cannot be manifestly erroneous 

or clearly wrong. In applying the manifestly erroneous—clearly 

wrong standard to the findings below, appellate courts must 

constantly have in mind that their initial review function is not to 

decide factual issues de novo.  

 

Rosell v. ESCO, 549 So.2d 840, 844 (La.1989) (citations omitted).  

 

C.  Do not use an ellipsis to begin a quotation.  When using a quote as a phrase 

or clause, do not use an ellipsis to indicate deletion of language before or after 

the quote, but do use an ellipsis to indicate deletion of language within the 

quoted phrase or clause.  If the language does not contain a punctuation mark 

in the original case, but does in the quote, insert the punctuation in brackets. 

 

Example:  We adhere to the tenet that our “initial . . . function is not to 

decide factual issues de novo.”  Importantly, the fact finder’s choice 

between two permissible views of the evidence “cannot be manifestly 

erroneous.” 

 

Example:  The state brought the charge pursuant to La.R.S. 14:30(1), 

which provides in pertinent part that “[f]irst degree murder is the killing 

of a human being . . . when the offender has the specific intent to kill or 

to inflict great bodily harm and is engaged in the perpetration or 
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attempted perpetration of . . . armed robbery[.]” 

 

Example: The client must be “fully apprised of the advantages and 

disadvantages of arbitration” in order to give an “informed” decision 

regarding whether to agree to the inclusion of an arbitration clause.    

 

D.  Brackets should be used to indicate changes in the quoted language such 

as in capitalization, omissions or substitutions, or tenses, genders, or numbers.  

See REDBOOK RULE 1.41(a).   

 

Example:  She noted that it was her “obligation to make certain that 

people receive accurate information regarding the proceedings over 

which [she] preside[s].” 

 

Example:  Clearly, the Bank is a “creditor” as defined in La.R.S. 

6:112(2), and the plaintiffs are “debtor[s]” as defined in La.R.S. 

6:112(3). 

 

Example: The trial court found as follows:  “[B]oth lawsuits concern 

the exact same transaction and occurrence.  Both involve the same 

series of loans by Bandaries to [ ] Cassidy and Cassidy’s refusal to 

repay those loans.  Both lawsuits seek the same amount and both 

describe the same circumstances leading up to and following the loans.” 

 

E.  If language is omitted after the final punctuation that concludes the final 

quoted sentence, do not use an ellipsis.  If language after the end of a quoted 

sentence is omitted and that sentence is followed by further quotation, insert 

an ellipsis after the final punctuation of the previous sentence and before the 

remainder of the quotation. 

 

Example:  “Where there are two permissible views of the evidence, the 

factfinder’s choice between them cannot be manifestly erroneous or 

clearly wrong. . . . [A]ppellate courts must constantly have in mind that 

their initial review function is not to decide factual issues de novo.” 

 

F.  In Block Quotations, the first word of the first paragraph is indented if it 

is also the first word in the original paragraph being quoted.  But if language 

at the beginning of the first paragraph is being omitted, do not indent or use 
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an ellipsis. However, to indicate an omission at the beginning of a subsequent 

paragraph, insert and indent an ellipsis.  (See Bluebook Rules 5.1, 5.2, and 

5.3.) If one or more entire paragraphs are omitted, insert and indent four 

periods “. . . .” on a new line.  Do not use asterisks to indicate the omission of 

language.  The following example illustrates these rules: 

 

        On appeal from the federal courts via a habeas petition, 

McClesky alleged that Georgia’s capital sentencing process was . . . 

racially discriminatory . . . . McClesky based his claims on a study, 

conducted by respected law and economics Professors Baldus, 

Pulasky, and Woodworth . . . . The Baldus study examined roughly 

2,500 murder cases . . . .  

 

        . . . .  

 

        . . . Professors Baldus, Pulasky, and Woodworth also subjected 

their data to an extensive statistical analysis. 

 

 See BLUEBOOK Rules 5.1, 5.2, and 5.3 for additional details and examples. 

 
 2013 Version Amended by Conference on March 29, 2023. 

 

 

3.5: Dashes and Hyphens 

 

A.  Hyphen:  A hyphen (-) is used to link as well as divide words, letters, 

names, and syllables.  See all Redbook Rules on hyphens.  The hyphen is 

located after the zero in the top row on the computer’s keypad. 

 

          Example: They published a well-written opinion on the subject. 

 

Example:  Passage requires ratification by three-fourths of the states. 

 

Example:  Chris Evert-Lloyd. 
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B.  En-Dash:  An en-dash (–) is used inside numbers or sections; it is used 

to express a range and to replace the word “to.” 

 

Example:  The applicable law is found at La.R.S. 14:201(A)–(D). 

 

Example:  Id. at 687–89.   

 

Example:  Uniform Rules––Courts of Appeal, Rule 3–2.  

(In this example, the second dash is the en-dash.) 

 

The en-dash (–) is longer than a hyphen and shorter than an em-dash.  It can 

be inserted from the symbols menu, or the special character menu, or by its 

shortcut, which can be changed to suit individual needs.  

 

C.  Em-Dash:  The em-dash (—) is used to mark a break in thought or to set 

off a phrase, and it can be used to give more emphasis than parentheses.   

 

Example:  The plaintiff’s argument was like a kimono—it covered 

everything but touched nothing. 

 

Example:  We were here before—unbeknownst to many—and we shall 

return when least expected. 

 

Example:  Uniform Rules––Courts of Appeal, Rule 3–2.   

(In this example, the first dash is the em-dash.) 

 

The em-dash can also be inserted from the symbols menu, or the special 

character menu, or by its shortcut, which can be changed to suit individual 

needs. 

 

See REDBOOK RULES 1.49–1.50; 1.52–1.55; AND 1.57–1.58. 

 

The following quote from a recent case on Westlaw indicates that West can 

now distinguish the hyphen, the en-dash, and the em-dash, from one another. 

 

Example: “Defendant hand-delivered his appellate brief to this court 

on June 2, 2016. On June 6, 2016, this court received plaintiff’s motion 

to dismiss the appeal as abandoned pursuant to Uniform Rules—Courts 
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of Appeal, Rule 2–8.6.”  Hofmeister v. Hofmeister, 16-189, p. 1 

(La.App. 3 Cir. 6/22/16), 194 So.3d 845, 845. 

 

Dashes, as expressed above, should replace hyphens, according to the cited 

rules. 

 
2013 Version Amended by Conference on March 29, 2023.   

 

 

3.6: Consistency 

 

This manual is not comprehensive.  Where there is no rule in the manual or in 

the BLUEBOOK or where there is a difference in interpretation of a rule or in 

style, the applicable rule is consistency throughout the opinion. 

 
Amended by Conference on March 30, 2005, and May 31, 2013. 
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Rule 4:  INTERNET 

 

General Rule: 

 

Information cited from the Internet should follow BLUEBOOK Rules 18.2 et 

sequitur. 

 
Added by Conference on May 29, 2013. 

 

 

 

Rule 5:  LASERFICHE OR OTHER MICROFORM 

 

 Cite the trial court record in the case before the court by the page 

number of the physical record. (R. vol. 1, p. 213.) 

 

You may need to refer to a trial court record in a case previously before 

this court that has been accessed using Laserfiche.  If that is the case, use the 

docket number, the name of the file that you use in Laserfiche, and the page 

number in that document (rather than the Bates-stamped number).  This will 

make it easier for the reader to access the information on Laserfiche. Use the 

following citation form:  

 

Laserfiche, 21-804, Writ Vol. 3, p. 9. 

 

Remember that Laserfiche references are for internal use only and 

should be removed before releasing any opinion. 

 

When citing a publicly available data management system (DMS), 

follow Bluebook Rule 18.5.1.  

 
Added by Conference on March 29, 2023. 
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